Preface

The cases and materials in this book were selected to introduce
first year civil procedure students to a range of comparative,
transnational, and international perspectives. I have included ten
chapters introducing issues regarding access to justice, pleadings,
discovery, the jury, personal jurisdiction, service, subject matter
jurisdiction, conflict of laws, and enforcement of foreign judgments.
This book can be used to supplement any civil procedure casebook,
and the chapters can be used in any combination or order.

This book is designed to be very accessible for first year law
students. The magnificent complexity of comparative, transnational
and international perspectives is reserved for other courses. Instead,
this book provides law students with a vocabulary of terms and con-
cepts that globalization has introduced. An annotated bibliography
provides students and professors with a roadmap for more detailed
study.

This project has benefited greatly from the input and ideas of
others. I wish to thank publicly Professors Debbie Bassett, Rick
Freer, and Margaret Woo for reviewing an earlier draft of the manu-
script and offering very useful suggestions—many of which I have
been able to incorporate into the finished product. Correspondence
with Professor Kevin Clermont has also been instructive and inspir-
ing. I would also like to thank Professors Rick Marcus, John Oakley,
Linda Silberman and Roger Trangsrud; this book was enriched by
insights that each of them shared this past summer at the Globaliz-
ing the Law School Curriculum Workshop, Pacific McGeorge at
Tahoe. Professor Steve Subrin was also an active participant in the
workshop, and is a teacher, mentor, and friend par excellence.

Louis Higgins and Roxy Birkel have demonstrated that Thom-
son West is a first-rate, professional operation. Thank you for your
support of the Global Issues series and, in particular, for your
efforts in getting this volume to press.

At Pacific McGeorge, Kim Clarke, James Wirrell and other
librarians were very helpful in gathering materials for this book.
Students David Keyzer and Elhahm Mackani provided valuable
research assistance. Deans Elizabeth Rindskopf Parker, Christine
Manolakas and John Sprankling provided their typical yet remark-
ably generous financial and other support. And Professor Frank
Gevurtz has envisioned and championed a series of books that could
become an important part of the transformation of legal education.
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To each of these colleagues and friends, thank you for providing me
with the opportunity to work with you.

And to students studying civil procedure with a global perspec-
tive, I hope that you find these materials rewarding and fun—yes,
fun!

THOMAS MAIN
October 2005



